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The New Vietory- 


Our . telegraphic despatches contain the ans 
mouncement of another brilliant victory 10 
the Shenandoah Valley. Sheridan, following : 
up Barly, has again routed his foree and 
captured, beside many prisoners and 16 guns. 
The officer who sends the news to the War 
Department, adds: This is probably the 
finale of Harly. Judgivg from the significance 
that Grant attaches to them, the value of these j 
victories in Shenandoah cannot be too highly ap- 
preciated here. They open the -way for 
our cavalry to Lynchburg, which -Harly’s force : 
was set especially to guard. They use up in detail 
the army of Lee—it was supposed that Barly 
had full a third if not a half of Lee’s army with 

“him. They demoralize the enemy and fill our men 
with good cheer end fresh courage 10 the pros: 
pect of an early conclusion of the war. | “Ker 

! 8 
he Unpaid Workmen in the Mint. é 
There is trouble at the Mint. Out of about 100 ee 
Government employees in that institution, some |, ., 
94 have signed and sent to ths Superintendent 4 
communication of which the following is a copy: 


The undersigned employees in the -Depatiment i 
tfuily wromnié that not having received any psy 
for the past six monihs our funds were long ago, and 
our credit is now, completely exhausted; that we have 
been in daily expectation for the past month (since the 
order for our payment arrived) ef receiving our p2y, 
and knowing of no reason why we sbould net have | 
received it before this, and it being absolutely impera- 
tive upon us to provide for the support of our faxnilies, 
wwe respectfully give notice that after the 30th instant 
we shall be compelled to quit work in the United States 
Braveh Mint until all arrears are paid. 


The few in the Mint who have not signed this c 
are mostly new appointees to whom nO arrests [55 
aye due. All the ladies are incinded among the he 
memorialists. fa 


to prevent their wages from being reduced. It is 
simply an assurance to the Government that at the 
expiration of a set time some days ahead they | 
must relinquish their places unless the wages that 


them. It is a courteous but firm protest by me 
who do a good day’s work daily against starva- 
tion. Though the movement is but just made 
public the officers of the Mint haye repeatedly 
been told through several months that it was 
coming. Again, the movement is not made neces: ie 
sary by any delinquency on the part of Govern: 
ment, for it is said, and the employes have every 
reason to believe it true, that there is money 
enough in the hands of the Assistant-Treasurer ir 
the building itself to pay off full half the arrears— 
Money that was sent out here for the yery pur- 
pose! 5 >. 
The case of these Mint employees is very hard, "0 
‘We believe that the Institution has been putgee _ 
of its drones; that all the workmen earn theii | 
wages. There are men in the Mint who havé 
peen there for years, who have worked faithfully 
at their posts, never grumbling, never consenting 
to strikes, declining better wages in similar em- 
ployment outside, hoping perhaps that faithful 
ness in-office would be rewarded with promoticn, 
* determined at any rate Hot te desert, because « 
siorm was raging, a craft that paid good wages 
and furnished safe accommodations in the pasé, 
aad would again when the skies clearedup. Some, 
who had accumulated a smug property, in the de- 
preciation of currency and the inability to get ever ; 
that when due, have been obliged to sell at a dis. 
adyantage, and eat up house, lots and homestead. 
Others who had nothing but wages to live on have 
bees obliged to exhaust their eredit, borrowing to 
buy their meals with—men who handle coin ang 
bullion and gold dust by the quart every day. } 
This is presenting a temptation to dishonesty such 
as every child is taught to pray deliverance from, 
The wages of the Mint employees, if paid im 
gold, wou!d be fair. If paid in greenbacks, whe: 
due, they would still be tolerable; but withheld 
until the greenbacks depreciate 25 per cent. from 
their value ‘at the time due, and finally not paid ai 
all, they are not what American citizens crave. 
A poor man with a family nas no right to work for 
nothing and find himself. If one has means suf: 
fictent to make the sacrifice-of time and work for 
the publie’s sake, or if without eansing his family 
to suffer he thinks it will pay best in the long rux 
to work on -unremunerated, it is his own specula- 


tes aD comnpisin 


Pe vaér he Perksit will pay best in the long rus 
to work on -unremunerated, itis his own-specula: 
tion; and. 2! : plait sss ol 
But it is no favor to the Government for the 
Mint men, to work for nothing, damaging as i 
“may be to the business community to have - : 
Mint stop. This is not a hitch between the men 
and the Treasury Department at Washington—it 
differs in three essential points from the late strikes 
at the Custom-house and Assessor’s office; but i: 
is a case of suffering on account of the obstinacy. 
a8 we believe, and the mistaken zeal for a formal. |* 
ity-on the part of one man. We report the facts 
as we hear them, not doubting the truth of the 
statement. All the ‘clerks’? in the Mint, like the } 
officers, have their salaries fixed by Act of Con: 
gress; while the workmen, including those enter- | 
ed-on the books as “workmen doing clerical 
duty,” may be paid the same wages, in the dié- 
“cretion of the Superintendent, that similar work +o 
commands in private establishments. Congress 
furnishes the pay fer carrying on the’ Mint ‘under 
three separate appropriations—one for salaries 
of officers and clerks, another for the wages 
of workmen, and another for contingent OXr 
‘penses. Hence it is customary for the Assistant 
“Treasurer here to keep the funds of each 
appropriation separate, though hitherto in emer- 
gencies the last two funds—for Laborers’ wages 
and Contingent Expenses—have been used, with 
the consent of Government, interchangeably. The 
last’ payment made to the- men was in March. | 
“About the middle of August the Superintendent | 
was notified from Washington that-$120,000 was in 
the hands of Assistant-Treasurer Cheesman, sub- 
ject to his warrant. The Superintendent drew his 
warrant and sent in the pay-rolls for April, May 
and June. Mr. Cheesman declined te pay them, 
though the money Was and stillis supposed to be 
in his hands, and, so far as we. can learn, he gives |- 
no official reason for his refusal. In default of an 
official reason surmises are abundant. The pre- 
sumption is that Mr. Cheesman, standing on’a 
form, holds that some $25,000 of the $120,000, 
which the Secretary of the Treasury has sent on 
to pay workmen with really belongs to the Con- 
tingent Account, since, when the: last payment 
was made it was done by drawing upon that ac- 
count, but then only after the receipt of a special 
order to that effect from the Secretary, when he 
was informed that otherwise the payment céuld 
not be made. A still less creditable motive for 
the refusal is also alleged—namely, that the pay- 
rolls call for higher wages for some of the work- 
men than the officers themselves, and among them 
Mr. Cheesman, receive. : 
This happens in the following'way.: The officers’ | 
salaries’being tixed by statute, are by the depre- || 
ciation of greenbacks reduced very low, but} 
the officers being mostly men-éf some other 
Tregources than their sajaries, and having 
present honor and prospect. of promotion | 
hereafter, they can afford to stand it. Tne 
workmen, which term includes mapy of those 
doing clerical and other duties requiring delicate 
manipulations, the Superintendent is by law au- 
thorized to’pay such-fair-wages as are ruling in 
the country. He has not availed himself of his 
power to raise any man’s wages, but this he bas 
done: Ia making out, last August, his pay-rolls 
he thought it only just that the workmen should 
be paid at such rates that they would lose nothing 
by the depreciation of greenbacks during the 
time that they were kept out of them after they | 
were duer That is,.in August he wouid add to 
John Smith’s- wages which were due in April, 
enough to make theta equal to what they would 
have beonif paidin April. The justice ef it was 
obvious. It was bad enoughif the Government 
owed Smith $20 in greenbacks to keep him ont of 
it till August—but, because the Governnient was 
delinquent, to make him suffer to the extent of the 
depreciation fer the next four montlis, was ex- 
ceedingly hard. Mr. Swain took the honest | 
‘debtor’s view of the subject and made out | 
his pay-rolls accordingly. But that gave Smith 
and Brown and Jones morse greenbacks than Cliees- | 
man. for @ month’s work, and the Assistant Treas- | 
urer gets even by holdingonto the money. Itisa 
good thing to have a strong, surly watch-dog atthe 
deor of the Treasury, but when the watcher is so 
sharp and fierce that the Treasurer-cannot get out, 
the change to pay his men for months after they: 
have earned their depreciated money, it is time, |. 
for somebody to resign... The workman may doit | | 
to save his family from starving, though it would:| 
consort better with the.sense of justice in the com- |. 
tounity, if so very good a watcher were promoted 
tosome higher place. The Mint onght not tostep, |= 
and there is a prospect that it may have to dose; _ 
on the ist of October. —Would-it not-be—well toy 
advise Secretary Fessenden by- telegraph hows ga 
faithful a guardian Mr, Cheesman is, and petiay 
tion for hima higher place, say, at Wasbington?! 
Where tenacity of grip is in special demand—s 
Where his spacial talents may find better employe 
ment, saving thotisands from grasping speculatorsic _ 


than in withholding meagre salaries long overda & 
from hard-working mien and women. q 


Lit 
“93 


